
 Loca on  Maximum Height 

 Front and street side yards to the setback line  3 feet (solid fence) or 4 feet (33% opening for fence) 

 Front and street side yards within the building envelope  6 feet 

 Rear and interior side yards  6 feet 

 Rear and side yards adjacent to levees and nonresiden al land uses  8 feet 

 Rear and side yards adjacent to parks  Minimum of 8 feet 

 At intersec ons of streets, alleys and driveways within traffic sight areas (Sec on 16.36.140)  30 inches 

STEP ONE:  Determine your zoning and fence setback requirements (www.stocktonca.gov/zoning) 
          

 Front setback:  Residen al, Low‐Density (RL) ‐  20 feet behind the front property line 
   Residen al, Medium‐Density (RM) and Residen al, High‐Density (RH) ‐ 15 feet behind the property line 
 Street Side setback:       Five (5) feet behind the property line for all residen al zones 
 Side and Rear setback:  The property line for all residen al zones 
  

STEP TWO: Determine your allowable fence height and materials in residen al zoning districts using the following table: 

FENCE REGULATIONS 
FOR RESIDENTIAL 

PROPERTY P 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT • 345 N. EL DORADO STREET • STOCKTON, CA 95202 • (209) 937-8266 

www.stocktonca.gov/planningpermits 

Fences and walls may be allowed up to seven (7) feet in height if an open grillwork or similar open material that allows at least 33% view penetra on 
 is used above six (6) feet.  A building permit is required for solid fences over seven (7) feet in height. 
 

The heights shown in the table above are allowed within residen al zoning districts, except in compliance with Stockton Municipal Code  
 (SMC) Sec on 16.48.060 (Excep ons to height limita ons) and 16.48.090 (Special wall and fencing requirements). 
 

Wire or chain link fencing, tarp fencing, electrified fencing and razor‐wire are restricted in residen al zones, in compliance with SMC Sec on 16.48.100  
 (Prohibited fence materials). 

Loca on Minimum Dimension 

Street intersec on without stop sign or traffic signal 30  

Street intersec on with stop sign or traffic signal 20  

Commercial driveway or alley 15  

Residen al driveway 10  

*TABLE 3‐3   SITE AREA DIMENSIONS 
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How to approximate the location of a property line (a licensed land surveyor should be used to 
determine a property line with certainty): 
 
1. First, you must determine the Right-of-Way (ROW) of the street on which the property fronts. The same 

method may be used to determine side property lines for corner properties. An Assessor’s Parcel Map is 
included in either a Title Report, Loan Closing Documents, or through the San Joaquin County Assessor’s 
Office, 44 N San Joaquin Street, Second Floor, Suite  230; (209) 468-2630 or visit the San Joaquin County 
Assessment Map Viewer website www.sjmap.org/website/asrpdf.  This document will indicate your property 
size and the width of adjoining properties and street ROW.  

2. Second, determine the center point of the street by measuring across the entire width of the street 
with a measuring tape from face of curb to the other face of curb. Generally, the ROW width is symmetrical 
and can be divided in half from the center point of the street.  In other words, if it is a 50-foot ROW,  then you 
will measure 25-feet inward toward the property from the center point of the street. If the ROW is 60 foot, then 
you measure 30 feet inward toward the property from the center point of the street. This should approximately 
provide the location of the property line. 

3. To approximate the location of the side property line of an interior lot you should review the assessor’s map 
for the nearest intersection and using the method described above, locate the side property line of the corner 
lot.  Then measure each parcel according to the assessor’s map until you reach the property you wish to 
determine. 

 

NOTE:  Fencing is not required by code, it is a landowner’s choice in residential zones with exception of 
apartment compex fencing.  Disputes over placement, material or repair of fencing must be resolved by the 
adjoining neighbors or by a civil court.  A licensed land surveyor should be used to determine actual location of 
property lines.  A building permit is not required for fences 7-feet or less in height. 


